EAST   OF   SUEZ

SCENE I

SCENE: A street in Peking. Several shops are shown. Their
fronts are richly decorated with carved wood painted red and
profusely gilt. The counters are elaborately carved. Outside are
huge signboards. The shops an open to the street and you can see
the various wares they selL One is a coffin shop, when the
coolies are at work on a coffin: other coffins\ ready for sale, are
displayed; some of them are of plain deal^ others are rich with
black and gold. The next shop is a money-changer's. Then there
is a lantern shop in which all manner of coloured lanterns are
hanging. After this comes a druggist's where there are queer
things in bottles and dried herbs. A small stuffed crocodile is a
prominent object. Next to this is a shop where crockery is sold,
large coloured jars\ plates, and all manner of strange animals.
In all the shops two or three Chinamen are seated. Some read
newspapers through great horn spectacles; some smoke water-
pipes.

The street is crowded. Here is an itinerant cook with his two chests.,
in one of which is burning charcoal: he serves out bowls of rice
and condiments to the passers-by who want food. There is a
barber with the utensils of his trade, A coolie,, seated on a stool\
is having his head shaved, Chinese walk to and fro. Some are
coolies and wear blue cotton in various stages of raggedness;
some in black gowns and caps and black shoes are merchants and
clerks. There is a beggar,, gaunt and thin., with an untidy mop of
bristly hair9 in tatters of indescribable filthiness. He stops at
one of the shops and begins a long wail. For a time no one takes
any notice of him, but presently on a ward from the fat shop-
keeper an assistant gives him a few cash and he wanders on.
Coolies, half naked, hurry by9 bearinggreat bales on their jokes.
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